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Judges, ix. xiv. xv. 


Then ſaid all the Trees unto the Bramble, 
| Come T hou and Reign over us. © 

And the Bramble ſaid unto the Trees, if in 
©. Truth ye anoint me King, over you, then 
come and put your Truſt in my Shadow ; 


and if not, let Fire come out of the Bram- 


ble and devour the Cedars of Lebanon. 


— HIS Parable is a ſevere, tho juſt InveCtive, 
= againſt the SHechemites for their Baſeneſs 
and Ingratitude to the Poſterity of Gideon 
— or Jerubbaal, This Renown'd Worthy 
' was Raiſed up by Providence, to reſcue his Country 
from the cruel Bondage and Slavery of the Midianites 


B under 


(4) 


under which it ſeverely groan d. This he as happily 
as miraculoully effected; and by a complete — 
cover thoſe implacable Enemies; the Iſraelites, 
Judges, ; | eo +2 | a 
8. 28. 13 his Days, enjoy d a perfect Quiet and 
Repoſe. 
But ſuddenly after his Death, all the mighty Ad- 
vantages of that une xpect tion \ 
8.35. forgotten, and no Gratitude was paid to the 
Memory of their Hero : For inſtead of chooſing one 
of his lavvful Sons to ſucceed him in the Government, 
thoſe- very Perſons who had reap'd all the Bleſſings 
of that wonderful Deliverance, yet moſt ungratefully 
Z a. advanced Abimelecb the Baftard Son of Gideon, 
to murder all his lawful Sons, being three-ſcore and 
ten Perſons. IE, . 
... Jotham the youngeſt, however, eſcaping the bloody 
Carnage, and being at ſome diſtance from, tho' with- 
in Hearing of, thoſe treacherous Stechemites, in a per- 
tinent Parable upbraids their Barbarity to his Brothers, 


and their Ingratitude to the Memory of his Father, 


who deſerved much better Returns at their Hands. 


He alſo very juſt ly reproaches their Choice of Abime- 


"tech, who, when they might have had one of the law- 
ful Sons of Gideon for their Prince; yet ſhamefully 
fix d upon one of a ſpyrious Birth: And therefore he 
8 com- 


ed Revolution were 


to that high Dignity; and aſſiſted the Uſurper 


co) 
compares him to a Bramble, who tho invited by the 
Trees to be their Ning, had neither Power nor Ability 
to protect or defend them from an Enemy. So much 
Baſeneſs and Barbarity as they had thewa to his Bro- 
thers, could not but raiſe in him the deepeſt Reſent- 
ments againſt thoſe treacherous Shechemites ; and 
therefore he prays, that they may ſuffer by their 
Choice, and that Fire might come out of that Bram- 
ble and devour the Cedars of Lebanon, i e. That that 
ſame Abimelech would deſtroy their Nobles, and their 
Great Men, who had aſſiſted in his Promotion, and 
in the Ruin of his Father's Family. bY 
The Preſent Unhappy Poſture of our Affairs: 
The Unnatural Rebellion Begun and Carried on, 
with too much Succeſs in a Neighbouring Kingdom, 


in Favour of a Popiſh Pretender, whoſe Birth, like 


Abimelech's, is ſuſpected to be Spurious and Baſe: 


Who like the Bramble, in this Parable, invites us to 


_ truſt in his Shadow, with moſt ſpacious Promiſes of 


Protection; make the Caſe fo far Parallel: And if 


thoſe Wicked Deſigns now on Foot ſhould ſucceed, 
it is not to be Doubted but it will be wholly ſo: For 
in the Iſſue nothing can be expected) but that Fire 
vill come out of this Bramble and Devour the Cedars 
of our Lebanon. I | 


The Fatal Conſequences which muſt neceſſarily 
Bp | „ = be 


af: 


5) 
be in the Train of any Alteration, in the preſent 
Government, may, at this Time, engage the Atten- 
tion of theſe Nations to Look before them: To 
Conſider wiſely their Real Intereſts; and to Unite 
Vigorouſly in the Defence of our Happy Conſtitu- 
tion. To this End it will be Proper to Conſider 
1. The Nature of that Duty Owing by Subjects 
to their Prince, and the Obligations to it. 555 
2. The Folly and Danger of Rebellion. And, 
3. The Fatal Conſequences which Naturally and 
_ Uſually attend it. fue! 3 
1. Then to Begin with the Nature of that Du- 
As Government is abſolutely neceſſary to the Well- 
Being of any People; it mult, in the firſt Place, be 
the Dare! as it is the Intereſt, of thoſe who Enjoy 
the Advantages of it, to ſubmit to its Laws and Con- 
ſtitutions. Government naturally infers Submiſſion 
and Obedience. And ſince Men Knit themſelves in- 


to Communities for a General Benefit; that Natural 


Right to Freedom and Liberty which might have 
been Pleaded before, is wholly Reſign'd to the Pub- 
lick. And as this Right is Reſign'd for the better 
Security of the Properties of the ſeveral Members, 
for the Sake of Peace and Order, and many other Ad- 
- Vantages, Which could not otherwiſe be ſo well En. 
E bd; 


> 


I- 


hing d: Peace and Order are broken through; Blood 


C78 

yd: And as all theſe are Fenc'd and Guarded by 

aws and Sanctions; there muſt be a Submiſſion to 
the Supreme Authority 1n the State; otherwiſe the 
various Ends of Government can never be Effected. 
Submiſſion and Obedience are indeed fo neceſſary 
in the Members of a Society, that they have their 
Foundation 1n the Law of Nature, as well as of Na- 
tions. So that what Hierocles (aid, vis. 0 
That there is an Oath of Allegiance to In Cthagut. 
God, Interwoven in the Make of all Ra- : 
tional Beings; is true alſo. with reſpect to that Alle» 
giance owing by Mankind, to that Form of Govern 
ment under which they Live. They are Born Sub- 
jecti and it is their Duty to Obey; and by a peacea- 
ble quiet Demeanour, to uſe their utmoſt Endea- 
vours to preſerve the Society in its Eſtabliſhment. 
The Benefits of Government cannot be otherwiſe en- 
Jy'd. And therefore it muſt be highly Criminal to 


diſturb the Government, either by Oppoſing its Con- 
ſtitutions, or by Reſiſting the Prince who is the Guar- 
dian and Protector of it. So that every Member, 
who out of Diſcontent, or Selfiſh Views, ſhall riſe up 


apainſt his Prince, is an avow'd Enemy to his Coun- 
try, and a Rebel to the Supreme Authority. For by 
ſuch Unnatural Attempts, the Conſtitution is Un- 
and 


CC | 


889 
and Violence ſucceed, and. all Things, run into Cons 
fuſion. But, 

II. Another Duty of Subje&ts s to honour and reves 
rence their Princes. 

Their exalted Sration commands the Reſpe®t AY 
Awe.” They are raiſed to the higheſt Poſts of Ho- 
nour, and ſet in the Throne of God in this lower 
World; they are his Repreſentatives and diſcharge 
His Office here below. It has been the Cuſtom of all 

Nations to approach their Princes with the protoundeſ} 
Submiſſion and Reverence. The Eaſtern Nations al- 
moſt adored their Kings, and never appeared in their 
Preſence but with the loweſt Bowings and Proſtra- 
tions. To gain the greater Eſteem and Veneration 
for their Perſons,, God himſelf imparts his Name to 
them, and takes them into a kind of Partnerſhip 
A witit hin in his Deity; I hade ſaid ye are God", 
Pale and all of you Children of the Moſt High. Such 
2 Relation, as Princes bear to the ſupreme Ma- 
jeſty of Heaven, requires all that Honour and Vene- 
ration Which are due to the Image of ſo great a 
King. For this reaſon we are commanded to honour 
7” the King, for ſake of the God whom he repre- 
* ſents; tho” his eminent and exalted Station 

gives him a ſufficient Claim to it. 

Honour and Reverence may indeed be ME to i 

| a na- 


<5) 


2 natural return of Duty to our Prince, and is what 


he might well expect. The many Bleſſings of a good 


Government may - excite Subjects to love, and 1 


honour their Princes, by whom they are all convey dd. 
Their unwearied Toils and Cares for the publick 


Good; their many waking Nights, and reſtleſs Pil- 


lows, if compared with the Repoſe of the meaneſt 


Peaſant, are matter rather of Pity than of Kovy. 


And if Subjects are made happy by the unhappineſs 
of their Prince; if by his means they enjoy thoſe 
Comforts which the Glory of a Throne may be a 
Stranger to; it is but a juſt return of Puty to honour 
and eſteem him very highly for all his Toils and 
Labour. d 
III. Another Duty of Subjects to their Prince, is to 
defend his Perſon againſt any Attempts which are 
wickedly made upon him 01 
As Princes are the lively Images of the Immortal 
God, their Perſons are Sacred and Inviolable. And 


yet conſidering the unruly Diſpoſitions of Man- 


kind, the various Deſigns, and the Strivings of the 
People; and the ſlender Senſe which too many have 
of their Duty to Princes; their Perſons, tho? ſa- 
cred by the Laws of God and Man, are often in 
Danger, both from Open Rebellion; and from Pri- 


vate Plots and Aſſaſſinations. The Hiſtories of all 


Nations 


(10) 
Nations yield but too many Inſtances of the Truth of 
this, to their Reproach and Shame. But if there are ſuch 
Monſters in villany, as ro ſtretch forth their Hand 

againſt the Lords anointed : It becomes the 
Duty of every loyal Heart to riſe up vigorouſly in his 
Defence, and to oppoſe any treaſonable Deſigns againſt 
him. There is no fitting ſtill in ſuch Times of Dan- 

er. To aſſiſt our Prince in any Emergency is a 
Duty owing to God, to our Prince, and to our Coun- 
try. To ſtand neuter, and to ſuffer his Perſon to fall 


i "> 
1. Sam. 


into the Hands of his Enemies by our Cowardice or 


Treachery, involves us in the Guilt of their Treaſon 
and Rebellion. So ſacred are the Perſons of Princes, 
that they who bravely aſſiſt them, are ſaid to aſſiſt 
God himſelf: And withall a Curſe is denounc'd againſt 
ſuch, who either through Fear, or any ſiniſter De- 
ſigns, withdraw their Help from their Prince, in ſuch 
a critical JunEture; Curſe ye the Meroz ( ſaid the Angel 
of the Lord) curſe ye bitterly the Inhabitants 
75 thereof: Becauſe they came not to the Help of the 
Lord againſt the Mighty, i. e. the mighty Enemies 
of the ſupreme Authority. | 
Theſe ſeveral Duties, beſides their Foundation in 
Nature, have all the Sanction of Divine Authority. 
Rom 121 Let every Soul be ſubject to the higher Pozvers. 
Rom. 13.1 6 > „ 2 
18. Pet. 2. 17 Honour the King. Submit . to every 
1 Ordinance 


Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, are the ſolemn 
Injunctions of Religion. The Perſons and the Pre- 
rogatives of Princes are guarded by the Laws of God 


as well as of Nations: And he ſo far reſents any treſ- 
paſſes on their Authority, as encroachments on his 


own. It is therefore ſaid that he that re- = : 
82. the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance f 
God: And that they who refiſÞ the ſupreme _ be 
Magiſtrate, reſiſt God himſelf. When 7: 
Miriam ſpoke ſome paſſionate Words a- 
gainſt Moſes her Brother, God immediately 
{trikes her with Leproſy, as an Inſtance of his Diſplea- 
ſure againſt her Difreſpect to her Prince. Corah, 
.Dathan and Abiram, for murmuring againſt Moſes, 
periſh'd after an unheard of manner, the Earth opening 
and ſwallowing them up alive : And as if their own 
perſonal Puniſhment were not a Sufficiation of their 
: Rebellion, all that appertained to them went Numb. 16 
down alive into the Pitt, and ſuffered for 13. 32, 
their Tranſgreſſion. 


3 * - A 


Num. 12. 16 


Theſe Inſtances ſhew, that God himſelf interpoſes 
and avenges the Quarell of Princes. Touch 
not mine Anointed. So that no one can hope | 
to be guiltleſs, and to eſcape his Indignation, who lifts 

up his Hand againſt them: For tho! God may ſuſpend 
their Puniſhment, and * not immediately exert 


his 


1 Chron. 1 6.23 


( 12 ) 
his Vehgeance; yet there is a Retribution in Rever- 
fion, which awaits aſſuredly every rebellious Offender. 
y He that reſiſteth, reſiſteth the Ordinance of 
Hem Hr God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to 
themſelves Damnation, This is an Evil which out- 
weighs any temporal Pains or Miſery, and gives an 
Idea of the horrid Guilt of Rebellion, on which it is 
entailed. So much Reaſon have all Men, if they re- 
gard either their temporal or eternal Wellfare; if 
they dread either the Miſeries of this Life or of the 
next; to be dutiful, ſubmiſſive and obedient to the 
higher Powers: So much Reaſon have they to abhor 
the horrid Sin of Rebellion, which carries Death and 
Damnation in its Bowels, and is charged with all the 
Evils and Calamities which human Nature can poſſi- 
bly labour under. But, n 8 
II As the Sin of Rebellion is damnable in its Nature, 
ſo is the Folly of it moſt inexcuſable. | HS 

Rebellion is, in Scripture, compar'd to MWiteheraft, 
| either as it equals it in Guilt, or, as like 
LIE . TE iq een * -< >a 
itz it infatuates and bereaves the Crimi- 
nals of their Senſes : For, tho' God for the Puniſh- 
ment of a ſinful People, may ſuffer a Spirit of Sedi- 
tion to Rage within the Bowels of a Nation: Yet 
thoſe Inſtruments who are active in the Execution 
of his Vengeance, cannot be excusd from Imprudence 


and 


—_ 
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of their Evil Deeds. 


(iz). 


and Folly. For, as there can be little Probability 


that Rebellion againſt a Lawful Prince, will be alto- 
gether Proſperous; ſo thoſe who engage in it, muſt 


prepare to encounter all the ſad Events and Chances 


which attend it. And if a Judgment may be form'd 
of thoſe, by what has always happen'd in ſuch Caſes, 
5 are too tragical to engage a Man who values 


Life and Fortune, tho' he regards neither Prince nor 


Country. Look over the Hiſtory of all Nations, and 


it will be found that Rebels, no more than Tyrant-, 


go to the Grave in Peace. The innocent Blood 
which is ſpilt in thoſe inteſtine Commotions; the 
Ruin and Deſſolation ſcatter d every where by the 


Swords of Rebels; The Tears of Widows, and the 


Groans of Orphans cry ſo loud to Heaven for Ven- 


gance, that God generally makes Inquiſition for that 


Blood, and renders their Wickedneſs upon their own 
Heads at laſt : Tho' amongſt ourſelves in the laſt Cen- 


tury, the Tabernacles of ſuch Robbers profper'd for 


many Years; yet divine Vengeance would not ſuffer 


them wholly to eſcape ; but many of them with Ig- 
nominy and Shame, when they thought themſelves 
out of the Reach of Danger, ſuffer'd the juſt Reward 
| Nay, if we only recollect the Iſſue of that unnatu- 
ral Rebellion in the beginning of the late Reign; rais'd 


1 


in the fame m__— and by the ſame. D:ſloyal People, 


it might 


WR ha eter any conſidering Man from med- 
Prov. 24.21 bay th 


ling with thoſe who are given to change. And 
had it not been for the unparallel'd Clemency of that 
merciful Prince, we might have had a more aſtoniſh- 
ing Senſe of the Folly, as well as of the Danger of 
Rebellion. Js nM 5 1 

If it ſhould now be asked, with what View and 
Deſign it is that thoſe infatuated People run the moſt 
certain Dangers, hazard their Lives and Fortunes, 


and trample on the Ruins of their Country? The 
Anſwer muſt betray the height of Folly and Mad- 


neſs : For as they are but the 1 of an ambi- 


tious Neigbbour, fo by his unprincely Arts they rebel 
againſt their /azvful Sovereign, whom they are bound 
to obey, to honour, and to defend, by all the Ties 
of Nature and Religion, and incur the guilt of Dam- 
nation, to fix on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, a 
Bramble, another Abimtlech, the Legitimacy of 

_ whoſe Birth is very much queſtioned. . B | 
as it will, this popiſh Pretender whom they ſo diſloyally 


ut be that 


ſupport, is attainted of higb 'Treaſon, and ſtands con- 
demned as a Traitor by our Laws: And is it not a 
Shame as well as Folly to eſpouſe his Quarrel, to ſet 


the Nations in a Flame, and to bathe their Hagds in 
the Blood of their Country, to make: a Prince of a 
Bramble, of they know not who. | This 


Prince of Wales King of England, Scot 


5 EG 
This is fo vaſt a Reflection on the Senſe, as well as 
Honour of theſe Nations, that it is a Wonder that 


any ſhould be fo ſimply deluded as to embarque in 


the Deſign: When the late French King Lewss XIV. 


| daringly proclaim'd this Pretender King of England, 


&c. The Britiſh Parliament ſo deeply reſented it, 
that they addreſs'd the late 3 King William, 
that he would be graciouſly pleased to tale Care, tbat 


it be an Article of the ſeveral Treaties of Alliance 


with bis Majeſty, and other Potentates, that no Peace be 


made with France, until his Majeſty and the Nation 


have Neparation for the great Indignity Mer id by the 
French Beg 25 owning and declaring the pretoled 
2 


nd and 
tredand; © 
Bleſſed be God, the ſame Loyalty, and the ſame 
Spirit of Reſentment revive and glow in our Breaſts! 
The numerous Aſſocrations daily forming in Defence 
of our Prince, our Religion and our Country, give 
the greateſt Hopes, that, with the Divine Aſfiſtance, 
this unnatural Rebellion, tho fomented by rwo pow- 
erful Princes, will end as fatally to the Undertakers, 
as Rebellions generally do. May the Lord add 
unto thoſe Noble and Loyal Hearts, hom many 270 
ever they be, an Hundred Fold. That the 


ands of our gracious King may be ſtrengthned by 


| the 


1 

7 

I: 

y 

3 
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been ominous and fatal, -that which is NOW pr ojeCted 


(C16: )) 


the vigorous Concurrance of a Loyal People; and 
that he may ſee his Deſire upon his and our Ene- ' 
mes! Come then, let us increaſe the Number; let 
us be of good Courage, and let us play the 
10. 12. Men for our People, and for the Cities of our 

Sod. As we are bleſs'd with the beſt Religi- 
on, and the gentleſt Government in the World, let 
us reſolutely appear in Defence of both, and not ſuf- 
fer them to be raviſh'd from us by Cowardice or Fear, 
now they are threaten'd, and call loudly for our Aſ- 
ſiſtance and Zeal. To quicken ſuch generous Reſo- 
lations it will be proper to conſiderr 
III. The Conſequences which will naturall attend 
this Rebellion, ſhould it prove ſucceſsful. 


All unnatural Convulſions in a State, are ever at- 


tended with moſt: dangerous and deadly Symptoms. 


Not to wade too deep in the Miſeries of theſe Nations, 
thoſe under which they -groar'd in the late Civil 


Mars when the beſt of Princes fell a Sacrifice by the 
Hands of Rebels; when the talleſt and faireſt Cedars 


of our Lebanon were cut down to the Roots: - Theſe 


alone are ſufficient to check the moſt Sanguine and 


Diſcontended, if any Sparks of Humanity are not to- 


And if any Change in our happy Conſtitution has 
by 


„ „ I 


by the preſent Rebellion, opens to the Proſpect a 
Scene of the blackeſt Miſeries which ever befel a- 


Nation. 


The greateſt Bleſſings of theſe Kingdoms are Re/i- 
gion and Property. The former of theſe has been 
eſtabliſh'd in the Blood of our Martyrs; and has been 
tranſmitted to us by our Forefathers, as a moſt. ſa- 
cred Depoſitum. The other has the Sanction of Laws 
and Statutes, and, under theſe, is enpy'd by every 


one in theſe Kingdoms, with the greateſt Freedom 


and S τπ¹ . i 4; 5 FA 

Bat now how great ſoever theſe Invaluable Bleſſings 
ate, they will neceſſarily fall in this Rebellion. A Man 
nurſed up in the Boſom of the Church of Rome, and 
ſupported by the Bounty of the P ope and other popiſh 
Princes, muſt, in Compliment to them, as well as to 


gratify his biggotted Inclinations, ſtrive to incorpo- 
rate his Religion with his Crown, as has been attempt- 
ed before him: And then, as he wades through Blood 
-and Slaughter to a Throne, he muſt ſupport his Title 
to the Crown by the ſame Violence with which he 
_— it. The ſanguine Principles of his Religion, 


his Reſentments at his immagined Injuries, will, if 


ever he ſhould mount the Throne, rekindle a Flame, 
 -which will again devour the Cedars of our Lebanon. 


n 


(Crs) 


Nor can there be any ſecurity at all n 
Declarations, &c. to preſerve our Religion, L 


* 
. * 


when they are caught, will ſuffer for their Credulity: 
Nay, an Oath itſelf, which is the moſt ſolemn Tie 


in Nature, is of very little Force; for a popiſb Prince 


will either diſpence with himſelf, or he can eaſily pro- 
cure a Diſpenſation from Rome, fo that Mamfeſtos, 
and Oarb, themſelves, may paſs amongſt the Piz 
Fraudes of the Romiſh Church, by which ſhe Ad- 


© —— 


yances her Iarereſt and Deſigns. 


Oft all this we had too ſad x Specimen, in the ſhores | 


Reign of the late King James. Upon his Acceſſion 


o the'Crown, he gave the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances, 


that he Would govern wholly according to Law, and 


_ That His Relipion ſhould be a private Affair between 


God and his own Soul. With ſuch repeated Decla- 


ations de lull'd his People into Security; they reſted 


d his Royal Ford, a Word, in the Phraſe of his Cour- 
Mett) W Hatred that it never was broken. Dut not- 


-veithſtahding all this, what earty Encroachments were 


- fnade upon Both our Religions and Civil Fri viledgesꝰ? 

The Laws of the Nation were ſuddeniy drſpers'd 
S Ed. Hale With) ad the di peng Pozoer was in the 
N. King Courts adjudg'd, by a Sett of Popiſb 


; Ju FALL 


iftos," 
| Ws, 
and Liberties as they now ſtand. Theſe are but ſpe- 
cious Decoys to delude the Simple into the Toil, Who 


(19) 
Judge. to be a Prorogati de of | the Crown. Here was a 
deadly Blow given to all the Lawsatonce: And to ſhew 
the * of this new Prerogative, Corporations were 
disfranchiſed and deprived. of their Charters; the ſa- 
cred right of Property was invaded, and Free- 8. Mar 
holds were taken away from the nobleſt So- Niagdal. 
cieties without any colour of Juſtice; Parlia- Soll. in 
3 x p_ Oxford. 
ments, the greateſt Conſervatives of our Con- 
ſtitution were difus'd ; and if to quiet the Clamours 
of the People, ſome faint Promiſes were made of 
convening that auguſt Body; the moſt indirect Arts 
were uſed to currupt the Members, and to render 
them ſubſer vient to the arbitrary Deſigns of the Prince. 
Thus was the Conſtitution disjointed, and a Way pavd 
for the Introduction of Popery and Arbitrary Pover, 
notwithſtanding the Solemnity of Declarations and 
the Sacredneſs of a Coronation O atv. 
In this Kingdom the Caſe of Proteſtants A. B. King's 
was miſerable enough; their Houſes were — Bear” 
crowded: with Soldiers; their Churches Ireland under 
were turned into Priſons; the Fellows and King James. 
Sebolors of our Univerſity were turned out of their 
Freebolds. It was by Proclamation declared capital, 
for five Proteſtants to meet together: And at laſt to 
give the finiſhing Stroke. to Liberty and Property, a 
3 in Dublin, attainted above 2400 
288 Cr Perſons, 
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Perſons, many of them of the firſt Rank, of high 


Treaſon, and adjudg'd them as Traitors, to. loſe their F 
Lives and Fortunes OO oO as 
Nor did our holy Religion meet with a milder Fate; | 


our Biſhops were impriſoned and tried as Criminals 
5 . before Popiſb Judges; ſome of the inferior 
afterwards Clergy were ſuſpended; ſome of them ſcanda- 
A.B.of York louſſyand cruelly whipt, only for preaching 
OF againſt Popery. Jeſuits and Friars ſwarm'd 
Aa about the Court, and all over the Kingdom, 
and had the Countenance of Royal Authority, 
Theſe Things have been too ſeverely felt, and will 
be repeated again if ever Popery grows paramount 
amongſt us: And if it once eſtabliſhes itſelf in ſecurity, 
we ſhall over and above, feell all the Severities which 
that bloody Church uſes in reclaiming her wandring 
Sheep. Theſe indeed are fo cruel and barbarous, that 
the very mention of them might offend a Chriſtian 
Far: And with all her Executions have been ſo nu- 
merous, that, as it has been calculated by others, Rome 
Chriſtian has been as infamous for her Cruelties, as 
ever was Rome Heathen; witneſs the vaſt Numbers of 
the Albingenſes, who periſhed after the bloodieſt Man- 
ner, at the Command of Pope Innocent III Witneſs 
thoſe who ſuffered in the Duke D' Alwa's Perſecution, 
in the holy Inquiſition, and in the French — 
8 1 nd 
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And as all Places have felt the ſlaughtering Prin- | 


ciples of that bloody Religion, wherever it got any 
footing; ſo we, of theſe Nations, have drunk too 


deeply of the Cup to be fond of taſting it again. In 


England, in Queen Mary's Days, Smithfield ſmoalk'd 
with the Blood of Martiers. Five Biſhops, many 
Clergymen, and many others alſo were cruelly burn'd 
alive, or put to other violent Deaths, for not return- 
ing to the Superſtitions of that corrupted Church. 


We, of this Kingdom alſo, have too much Reaſon to 


dread her Savage Principles. Our Forefathers too 


Endbly fr the Rage eee 
forgotten by their Poſterity. Ph 


o fewer | 
than 150,000 Proteſtants were moſt Sir J. Temple's 
barbarouſly murder'd in 1641, by unre- —_— _ 
lenting Papi ſts, at the Inſtigation of Pope 8 
Urban VIII. who to encourage the Murderers, pro- 
mis'd them Heaven as a Reward for their Villany. 


Theſe have been the Methods us'd of old by that 


unnatural Mother, for bringing her diſobedient Sons 
back into her Boſom: That they are unalterable and 


will for ever continue the ſame, later Examples 


prove. Witneſs the cruel Perſecution in France, un- 
der the late French King, Leis XIV. Add to this, 


that of Thorn in Poland; and that of the poor Saltz- 


bur gers; 'a few Years ago, who were driven from 
„„ their 
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their Habitations in the Depth of Winter, without 
the common Comforts and Neceflaries of Life. Theſe 
continued Cruelties may make us dread the moſt diſ- 
tant Advantages of a Religion, which under the moſt 
ſacred Banner of the Croſs, proclaims War againſt 
i thoſe who keep the Commandments of God, 
eve 12. 7 and the Teſtimony of Jeſus Chriſte: 
Are there now ſuch Attractives in Popery, and in 
an Arbitrary Government, that, for their Sakes, we 
ſhould turn falſe to our God, falſe to our Prince, and 
falſe to our Poſterity? Can the Bondage of Egypt be fo 
ſaddenly forgotten in a few Years, that we- ſhould 
think of returning thither again? Shall we, to ſup- - 
port the Chimerical Right of a Pretender, lend an 
Hand to ruin our Country, to depopulate our Cities, 
and to ſtrow our Fields with the Carcaſſes of our 
neareſt Relatives? But above all, ſhall we renounce 
hs our holy Religion, and abjure the Faith rybicb 
dos once deliver'd to the Saints; our greateſt 
and. chiefeſt Glory; to purchaſe Bonds and Slavery, 
to try afreſh the ſad EffeCts of French Inſolence, and 
of Popiſh Revenge? 3 
Such an Abuſe of God's Mercies, may provoke him 
to forſake us, and to give us up to our own. Imagi- 
nations, if we madly term them to our Ruin. He 
has graciouſly and miraculouſly interpoſed for our 
| i ag Deliverance, 
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God; they are all Monuments of his 


( 23) 


Deliverance, and has often reſcued us from the 1. Sam. 


Paw of the Lion and the Bear. His watchſul 5. 37: 


Providence alone has defeated all the Plots of Rome, 
and the Stratagems of the Enemies of our holy Re- 


Fon. Look over our Kalendar, and count over the 


everal Feſtivals of Praiſe and Thankſgiving to our 

| Moms to theſe 
Nations, and may kindle in our Breaſts a greatful 
Senſe of what wonderful Things he has done for us. 
In the laſt Attempt upon our Religion and our Liber- 


ties, when both. lay a Bleeding, and were near expir- 


ing; he raiſed us up another Gideon, an HLR O 
who gloriouſly reſcued us from the impending Ruin; 


and reſetled both Church and State upon their old 


Foundations. And to prevent any future Encroach- 


ments upon thoſe invaluable Bleſſings, he left them 


in the Royal Family, as the moſt faithful Conſerwators 


of them: a Legacy worthy his own Great Mind, 


his Cordial Regard for theſe Nations, and his Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Religion. 
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Let us then with Pleaſure and with Gratitude, reflect 
upon the uninterrupted Enjoyment of thoſe Bleſſings 


under the Government of our gracious King, and that 
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of his Royal Father : and ſurety we muſt ingenuouſly 


own, that we are the happieſt People under Heaven, 


We have gl} along been bleſſed with Peace and Plegs 


fy 
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Splendour. He who with a fearleſs Courage has ew. 
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Trees, and in great 1 We have caten the 


Fruits of our Labours; we have enjoy'd our holy Re. 
_ in its full Eftabliſhment, under the Protection 


of our Prince, who eſteems it the brighteſt Jewel in 


his Crown. Can we then be ſo forgetful of our Hap- 
pineſs? Can we be ſo ungrateful to our King as ever 


to think of a Change? or to loath the Bleflings of 


Heaven, which under him we enjoy to the full 
In this, or in any other Attempts upon our Liherties, 
to whom could we bb for Defence or Protection? 


but to the _ Royal Family which now fills the 
Throne. Were it not for their happy Government 
and powerful Protection, what an eaſie Prey would 
we fall to every bold Pretender? As therefore on bim 
S and on his Father's Houſe, is all the Defire of 
our Jſracl: And as there is a Profpe& of 
the Continuance of all the Bleſſings we enjoy, by an 
happy Increaſe of his Roya# Houſe; let us ever act with 


1 Sam. 9. 20 


that Duty and Gratitude becoming: a People ſenſible of 


their uncommon Priviledges. Let us ſtudy to make 


the .Toils of Government eaſy to his Royal Breaſt; 


and never attempt to fill that Crown wich Thorns, 
which he ſo well deſeryes to wear with'the greate: 


poſed 


N tn The Water of our Shiloab hawe gone ſoftly: 
e ſit under our Vines and under our Fig» 
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ofed his ſacred Perſon to all the Chances of War-in 
Defence of the Liberties of Europe; in Defence of 
the Injured and 17 0 Jed, well deſerves all that Duty, 
Honour and Loyalty, due from Subjects to the beſt of 
Kings. = 1 


Let us withal abhor and deſiſt all treaſonable and 

rebellious Practices, which are big with Ruin in this 

World, and with Damnation in the next. Let our 
Loyalty and Obedience, next to the ſacred Obligati- 
ons of Conſcience, flow from Gratitude and Love to 
our Prince. And to make his Reign happy, eaſy and 
glorious, let our Prayers be fer vent and importunate 
with the King of Kings; that as he has hitherto 
covered his Head in the Day of Battle; he Os 
would {till continue his gracious Protection; 
That he would bleſs and preſerve him from all the 
inglorious Attempts of his Enemies, and that upon 
his Head, and upon his Royal Houſe, his Crown: max 
flouriſh, 'till Time ſhall be no more. 


Plam 140. 7. 


Now to God the Father, God the Son, and God the 

Holy-Ghboſt, three Perſons and one God, be aſcrib'd all 
Honour and Glory, Praiſe and Adoration, World 
 evithout End. Amen. Hed 
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